1889
Charlie Chaplin was born on April 16 in Walworth, London, England. His parents were Charles Chaplin, Sr. and Hannah Hill, but he only lived with his mother and older brother, Sydney Chaplin. His mother was a singer in the theater and was a big influence on Chaplin when he was younger, since she always spoke of the theater in a glorifying way. His father was a mystery throughout his young years however, since he did not see him at all. This made his mother a very important figure in his life and one that he could never forget throughout his lifetime.
1894

This year marked Charlie Chaplin’s first appearance on the stage. His mother was unable to perform due to a form of laryngitis, so young Chaplin took the stage at the age of five and sang a well known song at the time called Jack Jones. It takes an incredible amount of guts to take the stage at such a young age. Not only that, but he performed for a rough audience and actually entertained. It seems like Chaplin’s brilliance for theatre started right from his toddler days.
1896
This year was a major turn in Chaplin’s life because he essentially went from living a decent life to being in poverty. This is the year he entered Lambeth Workhouse because his family needed the money. He received his education at the Hanwell School for Orphans and Destitute Children, which didn’t provide him with the education he needed. Chaplin’s childhood in poverty came as quite a shock to me because I always thought of him as the famous silent film maker, but he is one of the rags to riches stories.
1897
Chaplin’s mother went insane and was admitted to the Cane Hill Asylum. This was yet another one of the tragedies in his life because his mother was a very important figure in his life. She provided guidance to him as a child and even when they were in poverty, she tried to do everything for Charles and Sydney. It’s unimaginable the feelings Chaplin had during this time as he was unable to describe them himself. At such a young age, the psychological impact on Chaplin was immense. He moved in with his father (his parents were separated) at 287 Kennington Road where he attended Kennington Road School.
1897
Chaplin joined the Eight Lancashire Lads, which was his first professional job. He was mainly a tap dancer in this group, but he got to tour many of the music halls in England. This was his first real experience in theater and film and confirmed for Chaplin that he truly wanted to be an actor. This was the first step in making him the man he became.
1901
Chaplin’s father died of alcoholism. This did not really effect him as he barely knew his father and did not have much contact with him at all. It’s strange to see that Chaplin had such a horrible childhood but turned those events into motivation to keep himself going.
1910
This year marked the first time Chaplin stepped foot in the United States. He toured with the Fred Karno group in the U.S. and appeared in many quite prominent theaters. This established a base for Chaplin, since almost all of his films were produced in America. The tour also gave Chaplin a lot of opportunity and jumpstarted his life in the movie industry.
1913

Mark Sennett saw one of Chaplin’s performances with the Karno Troupe and immediately offered to hire him for his studio, the Keystone Film Company. This was his first step in the path to becoming a brilliant silent film creator. He genius was withheld for a few years however, since he was not allowed to direct and was only an actor. Regardless, acting in famous studios is quite a step up from practically living on the streets as a child.
1914
Charlie Chaplin’s first film was produced in this year, which was Making a Living. This film was released on February 2nd and 5 days later he debuted with his signature character, the Tramp, in Kid Auto Races at Venice. The tramp turned into Chaplin’s icon, and whenever someone says Charlie Chaplin, you think of the Tramp. Most people don’t know what Chaplin truly looked like, only what he looked like on screen.
1915
Chaplin signed a contract with Essanay Studios to further his directing skills and learn more cinematic techniques. At this point he’s slowing rising to the top of the movie industry. More and more people are beginning to recognize the talent he has for making short comedy films and everyone seems to want to see his films.
1916

Chaplin’s salary keeps on growing and growing. He signed with Mutual Film Corporation this year and was paid $670,000 to produce twelve short comedies. This is the point in his career where he started getting a rapidly enlarging fan base and becoming more and more popular in theaters around the world. He describes this period to be “the happiest period of my career”. 
1917
He now signed a contract with First National that lasted until 1923. After he displayed his adeptness in directing movies, he was being given more of the creative control that he wanted and also made his films into longer motion pictures. Examples of these would be Shoulder Arms, The Pilgrim, and The Kid. 
1918

To gain even more control over his compositions, Chaplin built his own studio at Hollywood. This assured that he would not have to depend on anybody for filming materials and could set his own boundaries. This is also the year he married Mildred Harris. Chaplin was aged twenty-nine and Harris was sixteen years old. They were married on October 23, but the marriage seemed just like an infatuation from the start because Chaplin didn’t know her personality at all. Here starts the development of Chaplin’s womanizing qualities.
1919

Douglas Fairbanks, Mary Pickford, D.W. Griffith, and Charlie Chaplin founded United Artists as a film company so that they could preserve their creative control. This granted Chaplin the independence that he needed in order to produce great films. He also often mentions that one of his films can erase the entire debt of the company, which was true. His films with this company were all feature-length and he had complete control over all of them. Some of his most popular ones such as The Gold Rush, City Lights, and Modern Times were produced under this company.
1924

On November 26, 1924 Charlie Chaplin married Lita Grey. He was thirty-five years old while Grey was sixteen. With this wife he had two children who were named Charles Chaplin Jr. and Sydney Earle Chaplin. However, once again this couple was not very compatible either, and they soon bitterly divorced. In his autobiography Chaplin mentions work as his excuse for failing with the women, which is understandable. It would be hard for him to devote equal amounts of time to film as well as his family and still produce the great films he did.
1925
Charlie Chaplin released his latest comedy The Gold Rush. Comedies such as these are the perfect examples of how Chaplin utilized social satire in his films to make fun of society, while maintaining the good humor that is classic of Chaplin films. It is also representative of how much detail and care goes into each of his movies. Chaplin often would reshoot a scene over and over until he got it perfectly the way he wanted, showing his perfectionist qualities.
1936

Modern Times was Chaplin’s last silent film. This is often considered the end of an era because it was the last significant silent film made. Although many jumped onto the bandwagon and started producing talkies, Chaplin stayed true to his roots and continued to make silent films long after that.
1940

Chaplin made his first dialogue film this year with the release of The Great Dictator, a film denouncing the rule of Hitler. This marked the beginning of a new era in Chaplin films, which now followed more mainstream films. Even though talkies were introduced in 1927, Chaplin did not make them because he felt that actions could portray emotions better than words. He was right of course, and his films have some of the most emotion and feeling regardless of the fact that nobody spoke a single word. Due to pressures from the public however, he was forced to make a talkie to continue his success and found that he made more money than ever with these new films.
1943

Joan Barry filed a paternity suit against Chaplin after they had a brief affair the previous year. Blood tests provided evidence that he was not the father, but the court did not accept that as evidence and he had to go through the lawsuit anyway. He was acquitted of all charges, of course, and Barry was deemed mentally insane years later. Chaplin may have been a womanizer, but he was not a liar.
1943

During the Joan Barry affair, Chaplin met and fell in love with another girl. This girl’s name was Oona O’Neill and they married on June 16. This time the age different was even greater, forty-six years, with Chaplin being fifty-four and Oona being eighteen. Unlike the rest of his marriages however, this one was successful. Together they had eight kids: Christopher, Michael, Eugene, Josephine, Jane, Geraldine, Victoria, and Annette-Emilie. Although he used to have affairs with any women, it’s interesting to see how he settled down with one woman after all.
1952
The United States banned Charlie Chaplin from reentry due to his controversial political sympathies, since he was often accused of being a communist. Personally I found this incredibly unfair because he was promised reentry and then his permit was taken away while he was advertising for Limelight in Great Britain. Due to this Chaplin gave up his residency in the U.S. and returned only once in his lifetime. It’s shameful how one of the greatest silent film writers was treated this way. In a time of paranoia and confusion the U.S. mistakenly turned on an ally rather than an enemy.
1967

Chaplin released A Countess from Hong Kong, which was his only color picture. After this he became too frail and could not release any more pictures, otherwise who knows what Chaplin could do with color. His films can only get better with the addition of color. Although this wasn’t one of his best, practice with color film probably would have given Chaplin the same success he had with black and white films.
1969

Although Chaplin is mainly known for his innovation in the silent film era, he was a composer as well. This year he started composing music for some of his previous silent pictures and released them again with the sound. This shows Chaplin as a man of many talents, as he directed, acted in, produced, and even made music for his own films.
1972
The Academy awarded Chaplin an Oscar for Best Music in and Original Dramatic Score in this year. Although Limelight was released in 1952, it was not allowed to be played in American theaters until 1972, due to his difficulties with the government. Due to that, this well-deserved Oscar was not presented to Chaplin until twenty years later, where he returned to the U.S. from exile to receive this award.
1977
Charles Spencer Chaplin died peacefully in his sleep in Vevey, Switzerland. He lived to an age of eighty-eight years old, out surviving his wife who later died of alcoholism due to depression without him. Chaplin led an amazing life full of accomplishments and innovations, but not without its struggles as well. Nobody can build fame and fortune in a day, and Chaplin worked ridiculously hard to create that legacy that he is today.
